s there anything in the Christian life you find especially confusing?

Read Daniel 11:2-6

On Sunday, | read the entire vision out loud. What were you thinking as it
was being read?

The vision of chapter 11 is long and filled with details that would have been
incredibly confusing to Daniel, but two things would have been obvious even to
him. (1) The passive voice in the vision communicates that things are happening to
the warring kings by God who s truly in charge, and (2) the repetition of the word
“time” indicates that everything is going according to God's plan.

As you reflect on the kings and the chaos through history and in our
current world what does it mean to you to know that God is in charge, and
everything is unfolding according to his plan?

Read Daniel 12:4-13

Does Daniel understand the vision he has received? How does Jesus
respond to Daniel’s questions? What do you think about that?

Take it Home: Relax and Trust

It seems that Jesus gave all these details to Daniel to confuse him even more, but
also to prompt him toward endurance and trust. In fact, the details of the vision
encourage trust in at least four truths:

God's Word is true. What does it mean to you to know that this vision up
through verse 35 was exactly fulfilled in the years from 530 BC to 160 BC?

Evil's not dead yet. 11:36-12:4 must be talking about future events. What
does it mean to you to know that at least one boastful leader is still yet to
come onto the world scene?

Fires refine. When tyrants oppose God, God's people get in the
crosshairs. What should we do to prepare ourselves for such persecution?

Victory is coming. What does it mean to you to know that resurrection
and eternal life were promised to God's people clearly all the way back in
Daniel’s day?

How easy is it for you to relax and trust?
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